
Taylor Mountain April 1, 2020 Accident 
 

 

A fatality occurred when Trace Carillo, a 28-year-old male, was killed by an avalanche on 

Wednesday, April 1st. The event occurred on Taylor Mountain which is terrain accessed from 

Teton Pass on Wyoming Highway 22. Our condolences go out to the friends and family of the 

victim and to those involved in the rescue. 

 

Location:  

● Place: Taylor Mountain, Caribou-Targhee National Forest, Teton Basin Ranger District. 

● GPS: 43.528778° / -110.981560°        

● State: Wyoming 

● Date: 4/1/2020 

● Time: Approximately 2:45 PM  

● Summary: 1 snowboarder caught, fully buried and killed.  

 

Number:  

● Caught: 1 

● Partially Buried: 0 

● Fully Buried: 1  

● Injured: 0  

● Killed: 1 

 

Avalanche Details:  

● Type: SS  

● Trigger: AR 

● Sub-code: u 

● Size - Relative: R2 

● Size - D Scale: D2  

● Weak Layer: Less dense layer between older snow and new wind slab  

● Sliding surface: I  

● Aspect: S to SE 

● Elevation: 10100 feet  

● Slope Angle: 35-38 degrees in starting zone 

● Terrain: Steep slope, prone to wind loading below high exposed ridge.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Incident and Rescue Summary: 

  

On April 1st, at approximately 2:45 PM, a party of two snowboarders began their descent of the 

primary south facing terrain on Taylor Mountain. The first person descended to the left of the 

center of the avalanche path where she stopped mid-slope to video her partner. As the victim 

began his descent, the slab fractured just above him and propagated along the ridge. It carried 

him past his partner, who barely avoided being captured in the slide. As the avalanche proceeded 

out of view and stopped, the partner called for verbal response and then initiated a transceiver 

search, believing the victim to be wearing a transmitting transceiver. After covering the long 

slide path without detecting a signal, she called 911 at 3:15pm. Teton County Search and Rescue 

(TCSAR) mobilized and organized an initial response. Teams accessed the site by skinning from 

the Coal Creek Parking Lot. Although available, the TCSAR helicopter was not able to assist due 

to cloudy conditions. TCSAR teams were able to access the toe of the debris via skinning the 

southeast ridge of Taylor from the Coal Creek Parking Lot. They then proceeded uphill, 

performing a transceiver search through the entire path, including smaller debris piles (near trees, 

etc) almost to the crown.  It was determined the victim was not transmitting a transceiver signal. 

At 7:00 pm TCSAR teams were called off for their safety given the darkening conditions in 

complex terrain where additional avalanche hazard remained. Although dog teams had been 

mobilized, there was not enough time to get them on site safely that evening. 

 

TCSAR resumed the search early on April 2nd. Although challenged by additional rescuer 

concerns given the COVID 19 pandemic, SAR was still able to execute a thorough inter-agency 

rescue. The TCSAR helicopter worked with Jackson Hole Ski Patrol (JHSP) to perform 

avalanche mitigation on terrain that could and did avalanche onto the existing debris. Two JHSP 

avalanche dog teams were dispatched and both Wyoming Department of Transportation 

(WYDOT) and Bridger-Teton Avalanche Center (B-TAC) avalanche specialists were also 

present. Once avalanche mitigation concluded, 2 dog teams, 3 probe teams, 2 RECCO searchers 

and rescue leadership personnel arrived on site via skinning up the southeast ridge of Taylor 

Mountain. Upon arrival at the toe of the avalanche debris, which was relatively narrow, the first 

dog on scene quickly made an indication at 11:00 am, approximately 30 yards from the start of 

the search. Photos of the incident are attached to this report (see Attachments: Figures 9, 10, 11). 

 

The victim was buried head downhill, face up, approximately 2 feet under the surface. He was 

removed from the scene via helicopter and pronounced dead by medical staff. He had an 

avalanche transceiver in his pants pocket that was found in the off position. Although the 

avalanche carried the victim through sparse trees and possibly over rocks, the coroner noted no 

evidence of massive trauma, indicating that asphyxiation was the cause of death.  He was a 

passionate backcountry rider with avalanche experience. He had been an intern with the Utah 

Avalanche Center prior to spending several years in the Jackson Hole Area. 

 

 

 



Avalanche and Terrain: 

  

The avalanche occurred in known avalanche path on the south face of Taylor Mountain. The area 

that slid is a small piece of a much larger path. (see Attachments: Figures 6, 7, 8). It is prone to 

wind loading from southwest to northwest winds which are typical wind directions for the area.  

 

The wind slab avalanche was classified as a SS-ARu-R2-D2-I-24”. This indicates it was a soft 

slab(SS), unintentionally triggered by a snowboarder (AR), with a relative path size of 2, a 

destructive size of 2, released on the interface(I) of the most recent storm and had an average 

depth of 2 feet. The trigger point was on the skiers left side of the slab that was south facing at 

10,100 feet. The right flank of the slab that ran along the ridge had depths to four feet, while the 

left flank had shallower depths averaging approximately 6 inches. The moving snow carried the 

victim through terrain that was sparsely treed and over a steep rocky feature into a gully where 

several paths converge to an elevation of ,8550 feet. Although the debris did not continue further 

downslope, the path has the potential to continue to an elevation of 7,500 feet at Coal Creek. The 

slope angle of the starting zone averaged approximately 35-38 degrees.  

 

 

Snowpack and Weather: 

 

This accident occurred in an area where the Bridger-Teton National Forest Avalanche Center 

provides daily avalanche advisories. The accident site is located 7 miles south of the Jackson 

Hole Mountain Resort. Specialized weather stations are located at the resort and are operated by 

the Bridger-Teton National Forest Avalanche Center in partnership with the resort’s avalanche 

hazard mitigation program. 

 

The season to date had both above average snowfall and snow depths. The month of March also 

had above average snowfall and depths. Leading into the accident on March 28th the snow depth 

at an elevation of 9,580 feet at the Rendezvous Bowl study plot was 119 inches which was 114% 

of average. The upper portion of snowpack at higher elevations on that date could be 

summarized as having settled snow on north facing terrain while south facing terrain had layers 

of crusts which is typical for spring in the Tetons.  

 

The wind slab that released at the site was the result of the previous 48 hours of weather. A dense 

firm snow surface with areas of sun-crust existed at this location on March 30th. On the morning 

of the 31st, 4 inches of snow had fallen at Rendezvous Bowl plot during a period when 

temperatures were near twenty degrees and southwest winds on summits were moderate.  The 

next 24 hours delivered an additional 11 inches of snow. This snow was considerably denser, 

especially in wind loaded areas, due to the very strong southwest winds that averaged 29 miles 

per hour with gusts to 58 mph as measured on the summit of Rendezvous Mountain at an 

elevation of 10,450 feet. By noon on the day of the accident, as the storm ended, snowfall had 

diminished to isolated light snow showers and southwest winds decreased to 10 mph averages. 



Skies remained mostly cloudy and temperatures at similar elevations rose from the mid-teens to 

the mid to upper twenties from diurnal warming and periods of sunshine. 

 

Following rescue efforts on April 2, B-TAC and WYDOT staff performed a crown face profile 

near where the victim was thought to enter the slope.  The profile is attached to this report (see 

Attachments: Figures 9, 10, 11). The fresh wind deposited snow and recent snow layers are 

evident in the profile. Extended Column Test results indicated no propagation on failures above 

and at the bed-surface layer.  

 

The Bridger-Teton Avalanche Center listed the danger as Moderate at the upper elevations of the 

Tetons on the day of the accident. Wind slabs were identified as the avalanche problem type.  

Travel advice of avoiding wind loaded areas due to strong winds and all steep avalanche paths in 

general due to the COVID-19 was recommended.  Archived forecasts and weather information 

can be found by visiting www.jhavalanche.org .  

 

 Discussion:  

  

Avalanche accidents that result in serious injuries or death are tragic. They can be hard on 

individuals, friends, family, professional organizations and communities. They are investigated 

to better understand the events associated with them and shared publicly with the goal of 

preventing future avalanche accidents. Comments made in this section or throughout this report 

are not intended to criticize or place blame on the victim or anyone involved in the accident or 

the rescue.  

 

● Rescue Gear: This was the first of two unrelated fatalities in the area within two days in 

which avalanche transceivers were carried but not transmitting. Essential rescue 

equipment of transceivers, shovel, and probe should always be carried and transceiver 

search and send functions should be checked daily. Avalanche airbags are also effective 

when travelling in avalanche terrain. 

● Wind Loading: During times of wind slab hazard, terrain can best be managed by 

identifying and avoiding new wind deposits  

● Terrain Consequences: The avalanche path was unforgiving in its long route through 

trees and rocks into a gully.  

● Ease of Access/Familiarity: Although it requires an approach, this area is accessed 

easily and frequently from WY Highway 22. Ease of access and familiarity can cause 

underestimation of risk from the heuristic trap of complacency. 

● Safe Travel Techniques: It is important to expose only one person at a time in avalanche 

terrain.  

● Special Circumstances: This accident occurred during the COVID-19 crisis. This 

situation has resulted in closed ski areas and closed National Parks. It has stressed and 

changed the way in which health care, emergency services, and the community overall 

can respond to incidents. (Figure 12) 

http://www.jhavalanche.org/


 

Attachments: 

 

Figure 1. Avalanche fatality site location on Taylor Mountain. 

 

 



 
Figure 2. Looking down the avalanche path. 

 
Figure 3. Looking up from burial location, just uphill of end of debris. 

 



 
Figure 4:  Dog “Goose” initial indication.  Figure 5: Burial hole and path. 

 

 

 

Figure 6:  Avalanche Site Vicinity Map of area. 

 



 

 

Figure 7 & 8: Satellite Imagery and Topographical Maps of avalanche. 

 

 

 
Figure 9. Crown Face Profile approximately 24 hours after event. 

 

 



 

 

 
Figure 10. Picture of side wall of profile. 

 
Figure 11. View of the top of crown (person in photo for reference only). 

 



 
Figure 12: Teton County Search and Rescue Volunteers receiving a briefing during COVID 

crisis. 

 
 

 

 

This report is a product of the Bridger-Teton Avalanche Center(B-TAC). In addition to 
forecasting for the Bridger-Teton National Forest, B-TAC also forecasts for and cooperates with 
areas of the Caribou-Targhee National Forest. This report was produced by Mike Rheam of the 
B-TAC who visited the site during and immediately following the rescue on April 2, 2020.  
 


